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Six degrees of Thomas

The leisure destination that Keller wrought has become
an emulator’s playground.

Subprime-lending meltdown be damned: One wine country hamlet
has seen no dip in visitor spending. “Yountville is the only municipality
in the Bay Area that has not been affected by the economy,” according
to mayor Cynthia Saucerman, who cites the town’s lack of foreclosures
and a steady increase in foot traffic. She may as well also cite the culi-
nary force known as Thomas Keller, who has four extremely profit-
able restaurants in operation in the four-square-mile town. His mother
ship, the French Laundry, just celebrated its 14th year; and with Yount-
ville’s eight-year moratorium on the construction of new buildings lifted,
Keller’s fifth venture has been green-lighted. So, too, have projects

by entrepreneurs happy to follow in Keller’s clogsteps. Here, a play-
by-play of noteworthy businesses (both established and in the works)
and their connection to the town’s patron saint. s NATASHA SARKISIAN




